
Children getting their own 
auto insurance policy

Your children probably will need to get 
an auto policy in their name if a vehicle 
is titled in their name. You always want 
the owner as the named insured so that 
insurable interest is certain when a claim 
is made for damage to the vehicle. If 
the insurer puts the child’s vehicle on 
the parent’s policy without knowledge 
of the true owner, there might be 
complications in settling a claim. In an 
ideal world, all vehicles in the household 
will be titled and insured under the same 
name, regardless of who is the principal 
household operator. Coverages will 
be consistent, and—in most cases—
premiums will be the lowest.

However, if your children’s vehicle is 
titled in their name and they insure the 
vehicle on their own, you will want them 
to purchase the same liability limits that 
you have, so that there are no gaps in 

protection for all residents in the home. 
You will have your policy’s limits available 
when you drive your child’s vehicle or 
maintain it (e.g., when you repair the 
brakes), but siblings will have only the 
limits on your child’s policy. While there 
are legal theories outside of driving and 
maintaining the children’s vehicles that 
could make you liable, a New Jersey 
policy should provide coverage for 
them. Additional gaps, though, could 
manifest themselves if your policy is not 
a standardized auto policy, but rather an 
insurer’s independent policy form.

We recommend that you become 
informed by our agency before you title 
a vehicle to your children. There may be 
a good reason to do it, but there can be 
unexpected consequences. Give us a call 
today to learn more about your child’s 
auto policy.
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Legislative changes that may 
affect your business

If you remember the classic 
Schoolhouse Rock jingle about a bill 
becoming a law, then you remember the 
details leading up to a piece of legislation 
being signed into an actual law. However, 
the song ends before the law impacts 
the workplace—at which point it may 
require actions from an employer or 
business owner.

The New Jersey Legislature has been 
busy turning bills into laws that impact 
business owners in the Garden State. 
Under new legislation, employers will 
no longer be able to ask job applicants 
questions regarding their salary or wage 
history. While applicants may voluntarily 
reveal the information, it cannot be 
requested or required that they provide 
it prior to an offer of employment with a 
compensation package. This is intended 
to prevent systemic wage discrepancies 
that cause certain classes of employees 
from being undercompensated or 
employers using previous salary in the 
hiring process.

New Jersey’s paid family leave program 
also was expanded to 12 weeks from the 
previous six weeks of paid leave. The 
program will allow any employee in 
the state to receive up to 12 weeks of 
compensation for leave related to the 
birth or adoption of a child or to care for 
a seriously ill family member. “Family 
member” has a broad definition to 

include immediate relatives, as well as 
people with whom an employee may 
have a family-like relationship. The 
program also will protect the jobs 
of workers who take the leave at a 
workplace, which has 30 or 
more employees.

Across the Hudson, New York has 
been busy amending laws related 
to employment discrimination and 
consumer protection as well. In 
addition to the Pay Equity Act 
to prohibit discrimination in 
compensation for workers performing 
equal or substantially similar work, the 
New York Legislature also prohibited 
employers from asking applicants about 
their wage or salary history. Additionally, 
New York expanded existing consumer 
protection law to require all businesses 
that retain private information about 
New York residents on computerized 
data systems, to implement and 
maintain reasonable safeguards to 
protect the information. Businesses 
that meet the definition of a compliant 
regulated entity, including any entity 
required to comply with Title V of 
Gramm-Leach Bliley, HIPAA or the 
New York Cybersecurity Requirements 
for Financial Services Companies, 
will be considered compliant with 
this requirement. The legislation also 
expands the notice requirements to 

include situations when access to private 
information of New York residents occurs. 
The court may fine an entity—between 
$5,000 and $20,000 per occurrence with 
a total limit of $250,000—for knowingly 
or recklessly failing to meet the statutory 
requirements. Businesses have until 
March 20, 2020, to develop their 
safeguards and data security program. 
The other sections of the statute 
regarding notice of unauthorized access 
go into effect Oct. 23, 2020.
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It’s important to invest in a home 
security system to protect yourself, your 
family, your pets and your valuables from 
an intruder. But, myriad homeowners do 
not own a home security system, and for 
various reasons.

Here are some myths about home 
security that may make you think twice: 

Myth: Home security is too expensive. 
The real: While there are some 

upfront costs for home security, such as 
installation and equipment, the average 
homeowner with home security spends 
about $30 per month on his security 
system. That’s only a dollar a day to 
protect you, your favorite people and 
pets, and your belongings.

Myth: A dog will suffice. 
The real: Dogs can help alert you 

if there’s an intruder. They even could 
protect you. But they also could get hurt, 
and they can’t call 911 for you. It’s better 
to use a home security system. 

Myth: An intruder could just cut the line. 
The real: Actually, many newer 

security systems are wireless, so intruders 
can’t cut the line. This also means that 
you don’t need a landline to have a home 
security system, and you’re more likely to 
remain protected if your power goes out. 

Myth: You don’t need a home 
security system because you live in a safe 
neighborhood. 

The real: Neighborhoods always are 
safe until they aren’t. Haven’t you noticed 
how, whenever something scary happens, 
people say, “This is the last place you’d 
expect something like this to happen.”? 

Myth: Anything stolen can be replaced. 
The real: Sure, material possessions 

are replaceable. But the psychological 
and emotional effects of a break-in are 
devastating. There’s no guarantee that 
your sense of safety ever will be replaced. 

Myth: Burglars aren’t deterred by home 
security systems.

The real: Actually, 60% of convicted 
burglars said they would look for another 
house if they saw signs of a home security 
system, and 50% said they would stop an 
attempted break-in if they found evidence 
after they started their burglary. 

Myth: Home security is hard to use.
The real: Today’s systems require little 

to no wiring, which means there’s not 
much a homeowner needs to do to install 
the system. It’s simple and common for 
a homeowner to purchase and install 
a home security system in a single day. 
Many newer ones are wireless and 
connect to your smart phone—you’ll be 
able to monitor and control your security 
system when you’re not home. They also 
are removable, so if you move, you can 
take it with you. 

Myth: Having a home security system 
doesn’t affect homeowners insurance. 

The real: Actually, most homeowners 
insurance companies offer a 2-15% 
discount on homeowners insurance 
policies if you can provide proof of the 
home security system. 

Contact our office today to learn more 
about how a home security system can 
benefit you and your homeowners policy.

Home security: 
Are you a believer?
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A burglary happens 
once every 

26 seconds. 
 

 

The average loss 
of a burglary is 

$2,799. 
 

 

Burglaries usually 
happen in the 

middle of the day.
 

 

Burglaries are more 
frequent during 
the summer. 

 
 

More burglaries 
happen on 

rural properties 
than urban.



Melting snow and spring rains mean that 
there can be a lot of water accumulating, 
which can cause flooding—even in areas 
that haven’t been prone to flood in the 
past. Remember, even if you live in a 
“1-in-a-500-years” flood zone, this could 
be the year your area floods. In fact, 20% 
of all flood claims come from outside 
high-risk flood zones.

We want you to know that a standard 
homeowners policy will protect your 
home and your property in the event of 
theft, fire and similar damage. However, 
most homeowners policies exclude water 
damage caused by flooding or mudslides. 
So, you will need additional coverage. 

Don’t panic. You can purchase a flood 
policy to cover your losses from this type 
of water damage. However, keep in mind, 
there is 30-day waiting period before flood 
coverage goes into effect. So, the time to 
think about this type of insurance is now. 

To help you make an informed decision, 
here are some facts about flood insurance 
that you need to know: 

1.	 If you take out a loan to buy a 
house in a high-risk flood area, your 
mortgage lender will require you to 
purchase flood insurance for the life 
of the loan. 

What you 
don’t know 
about floods 
may hurt you

2.	 Flood insurance premiums are 
calculated using the house’s age, style, 
elevation and location. In the past, 
flood rates were set nationally for 
years, so they didn’t differ between 
insurance companies. However, in 
addition to government-backed 
insurers, there now are private flood 
insurers that will allow us to shop 
around for you and perhaps find 
lower rates than the national rates 
established by the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency.

3.	 Coverage amounts can vary 
depending on the value of your 
house and its contents, but there is 
no coverage for your land.

4.	 Coverage will insure your house’s 
structure, foundation, electrical and 
plumbing systems, cabinetry, HVAC 
systems, built-in appliances, and 
carpeting. Debris removal also may 
be available.

5.	 Contents coverage will cover: 
furniture, clothes, curtains, area 
rugs, electronics, small appliances, 
and certain valuables.

6.	 What’s not covered: Other structures 
on the premises other than a garage; 
finished walls, floors, ceilings or 

personal belongings in a basement; 
and living expenses while flood 
damage is being repaired.

Further steps… 
In addition to having the necessary 

insurance policies, make sure you also 
have the supplies on hand that will help 
you weather any storm. These include 
the following: battery-powered radios 
and flashlights, water, nonperishable 
food, first-aid supplies, plywood, security 
fencing, tarps, mops and sandbags.

The perfect time to prepare for a disaster 
is well before it happens. Call our agency 
today. We are happy to review your 
insurance policies with you to make sure 
you have the coverage you need when you 
need it.

The perfect time 
to prepare for 

a disaster is 
well before 
it happens.

Insights & Updates | Spring 2021� 3
The information in this newsletter is meant as a guideline only. There is nothing in this newsletter that alters the coverage or interpretation of any specific policy. Because some statements are generalizations, and because different companies’ policies contain slight differences, please refer to your specific policy. Call our office before making any judgments or decisions concerning your particular situation and coverage that may, or may not, apply.



Spring is a great reminder to review your 
insurance policies and consider adjusting 
them to your current needs. When you adjust 
your policies, you can trim costs and ensure 
that you are covered in the event of a claim. 

Many policyholders purchase policies and 
then forget they’re even there, assuming 
they’re covered if something happens. 
But if you review your policies each year, 
you’ll gain a sharper understanding of your 
coverage and be more aware of when your 
insurance needs a change. 

For example, is your child planning to 
get his driver’s license later this year? Or is 
your partner expecting a child? What are 
your professional plans for the year? Are 
you planning to make any big purchases? 
Consider what your year is going to look 
like and don’t wait for these changes to 
occur to ask questions about your coverage. 
You can talk to us any time to discuss 
impending changes that might affect your 
insurance coverage. You want to make sure 
you’re the most prepared, just in case. 

Give us a call today to discuss your 
current policy coverage and how your plans 
for 2021 might affect you. We can answer 
any questions you have about additional 
coverage, or help you adjust your current 
coverage to trim costs. We look forward to 
hearing from you!

Spring cleaning your insurance policies
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When times get hard, we won’t let 
you down. 

We realize that the COVID-19 
pandemic has changed your day-to-day 
life drastically. We want you to know that 
not everything has changed. We are—and 
always will be—right here for you to guide 
you when things get hard. Let’s talk about 
your current insurance coverages or discuss 
additional coverages you may need. 

Give us a phone call or send us an email. 
Any time. You are essential to us.

We won’t let you down 


